Comparing criteria for academic publication and assessing students’ work

Here is a list of academic journal criteria for assessing whether submitted papers should be accepted for publication. Note down in the middle column how relevant you think each criterion for publication is to your writing for assessment as a postgraduate or research student. In the right hand column give your reasons for your judgement about the degree of relevance for each criterion.

The space in each cell will expand as you write.
	Indicative criteria for publication in an academic journal
	How relevant to writing for assessment as a postgraduate or research student?
	Why I have made this judgement about the degree of relevance

	To what extent does the paper:



	1. address current or future critical issues in the field?
	
	

	2. have a clear introduction indicating purpose?
	
	

	3. critically review appropriate literature?
	
	

	4. set a context for the work?
	
	

	5. indicate sufficient research details if the article is empirical?
	
	

	6. have a clear, appropriately supported, argument?
	
	

	7. have clear implications for practice?
	
	

	8. address appropriate policy issues?
	
	

	9. have an appropriate writing style?
	
	

	10. make a worthwhile and interesting contribution to the literature?
	
	

	11. have value for an international audience?
	
	


You are likely to have noticed that most of these criteria are quite or very relevant to writing for assessment as a postgraduate or doctoral research student. This finding is only to be expected, since student work is an induction into learning how to follow the logic of enquiry.
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